
James Lawless TD 
Leinster House,
Kildare Street,
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The Electoral Commission 
Dublin Castle,
Dublin 2

Delivered by email to constituencyreview@electoralcommission.ie

9th May 2023

A Chara,

I would like to make the following points with respect to the Dáil constituency review particularly referring to the constituency of Kildare North. 
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General Point

[bookmark: _Hlk134439748]I would submit that there is general a requirement on the Commission not to breach County boundaries in relation to the boundaries of a Dáil constituency. However, in the circumstances that a county boundary will have to be breached I would submit that the Commission try and ensure that the Local Election Areas (LEA’s) would not be split in as far as possible. I understand that the Commission is currently restricted from using six-seater constituencies which would undoubtedly remove the need for breaching county boundaries, and this may be a useful tool allowed by the Commission going forward. 

Kind regards,
James Lawless TD 
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Additional  Dáil   s eat for  Kildare North      Article 16 of the Constitution specifies there must be one TD for between 20,000 and 30,000  of the population.     I would submit that Kildare North requires and additional  Dáil   seat. The greatest  rise in  population   growth  has been in counties Meath , Dublin, and Kildare. I submit that Kildare  North is considerably higher that this limit. Currently   it is 33,589   residents per TD   and an  additional seat will assi st in correcting this  breach of the provision as  set out abo ve.    


